Sweeney Todd Synopsis:

Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of Fleet Street is a gripping musical thriller set in 19th-
century London, centered around a barber who embarks on a vengeful killing spree. Once
known as Benjamin Barker, Todd was wrongfully imprisoned for 15 years. Upon his return to
London, Todd seeks retribution, taking up residence above Mrs. Lovett's struggling pie shop.
As his thirst for vengeance grows, he targets not only the judge but also unsuspecting
customers. Meanwhile, Mrs. Lovett enthusiastically turns the grim aftermath into a profitable
venture, using the bodies in her pies, which soon become a shocking sensation among the
city's citizens.

Character Breakdown:

Sweeney Todd:

Sweeney escaped from prison after being wrongfully accused and jailed for fifteen years.
Formerly a proud barber, a loving husband and a happy father, Sweeney is now consumed by
loss and revenge. He has returned to London to right the wrongs committed against him, his
wife, and his daughter. Sweeney is charming but hot-tempered, ferocious yet vulnerable.
Strong baritone/bass who can whistle.

Gender: Male | Age: 40 to 55 | Vocal range: F2-Gb4 | London Accent.

Mrs Lovett:

A meat pie shop owner who will do whatever it takes to survive. She is in love with Todd and
hopes that he’ll forget the past and build a new life with her. At first shocked by Sweeney’s
bursts of violence, she turns his desire for revenge into a profitable business venture. Mrs.
Lovett is resourceful, ambitious and calculating. Requires an actor with great comedic timing.
Mezzo with belt.

Gender: Female | Age: 35 to 50 | Vocal range: G3-E5 | Cockney Accent.

Anthony Hope:

A youthful sailor who helps Sweeney return to London and unexpectedly falls in love with
Johanna. He is idealistic, romantic and a bit reckless. His passions sometimes get the better of
his reason. Over the course of the show, he awakens to the horrors around him and becomes
disillusioned with London. Tenor.

Gender: Male | Age: 20 to 30 | Vocal range: Bb2-F4 | Standard British Accent (RP).

Johanna:

Todd’s long-lost daughter and Judge Turpin’s young ward. Home schooled and largely
homebound. She has a rebellious, subversive and romantic streak and longs to escape her
confinement. Johanna is aware that Judge Turpin isn’t her real father and suspects him to be
dangerous. Like her father, she has experienced trauma and possesses a buried capacity for
violence. Although described as “pale” and “yellow haired,” we are not taking this literally in
casting considerations. Soprano.

Gender: Female | Age: 18 to 21 | Vocal range: Bb3-A5 | Standard British Accent (RP).

Tobias Ragg:

A poor youngster apprenticed first to Pirelli and then to Mrs. Lovett. He is industrious and
eager to please, with a good sense of humour. Uneducated, but innately clever and observant,
Tobias responds quickly to the kindness of Lovett but grows increasingly suspicious of
Sweeney. After a betrayal, Toby experiences the violence and terror of this world and snhaps.
Tenor.

Gender: Male | Age: 12 to 18 | Vocal range: Bb2-Ab4 | Cockney Accent.



Judge Turpin:

A lecherous public official who portrays himself as a sanctimonious authoritarian. He takes
advantage of his position to imprison Todd, assault Lucy, and take Johanna in as his ward. He
is aware that what he’s done is wrong yet chooses to ignore or push against his conscience.
Embodies Puritanical hypocrisy: he lusts after Johanna, even as he professes to keep her
innocent. Bass/baritone.

Gender: Male | Age: 50 to 65 | Vocal range: E2-Gb4 | Standard British Accent (RP)

Beadle Bamford:

A pompous public official who is responsible for the health and safety of London. He
possesses a dry, deadpan sense of humor and enjoys wielding his power. He is not a sniveling
civil servant. He is deeply loyal to Turpin, though in his heart of hearts he believes he’s better
than the judge. The Beadle loves singing children’s nursery rhymes, which remind him of his
youth. Tenor with a strong falsetto.

Gender: Male | Age: 40 to 55 | Vocal range: D3-D5 | Standard British Accent (RP)

Beggar Woman/Lucy Barker:

An eerie, poor soul living on the streets of London. She supports herself by begging and
prostituting herself to sailors. The Beggar Woman is Sweeney’s wife, Lucy, who lost her mind
after being assaulted by Turpin and taking poison. She has occasional flashes of lucidity and
distrusts Mrs. Lovett. Like the oracle Cassandra, she is the only one who sees what’s
happening, but no one will listen to her. Mezzo.

Gender: Female | Age: 35 to 50 | Vocal range: Ab3-F5 | London Accent.

Adolfo Pirelli:

An Irish former employee of Sweeney’s who has since developed a public persona as a
flamboyant and flashy world-famous Italian barber. A charlatan who sells fake medicine and
challenges other barbers to shaving contests. Pirelli is charming, calculating, and over-the-top
comedic. Possess some anti-English sentiments and does not take lightly to being publicly
embarrassed by Sweeney. High tenor.

Gender: Male | Age: 30 to 45 | Vocal range: B2-C5 | Italian and Irish Accent.

Jonas Fogg:

The owner of Fogg’s Asylum. Fogg sells the hair of inmates to wigmakers. Considers the
inmates “children” and takes pleasure in showing them off to visitors. Chooses to ignore the
human rights of his patients in the name of scientific progress. An authoritarian who is really a
coward at heart.

Gender: Male | Age: 35 to 60 | Cockney Accent. Speaking role who sings with the ensemble.

Ensemble:

The ensemble, essential to the storytelling, acts as a Greek Chorus, commenting on the action
and participating in the tale. They play roles of customers, townspeople, police, inmates at the
insane asylum, Sweeney’s thoughts, and Sweeney’s victims. The ensemble gets ample
opportunities for vocal challenges and is showcased with solos and harmonies throughout the
show. Sopranos, altos, tenors, baritones, and basses. Note: Some characters may double as
ensemble.
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242 S . . ANTHONY: And the lady, sir. .
O ‘P h1.'- .IF- -IE- T Z 1K»] 1%
#@:i T (4 & = hed g 14
C L A 1WA 14
v (®) 1 12 14
beau - ti - ful. - - - -
o lg 2 ST JTTIT2]
eyt T E S S S Sy
[» .Y . lgs 2 . : A— . ps
e - (. mp
f ——— f - N
. 0 /S ) 0
g2 3
(4 . O e o+ -
TODD:
poco rall.
245 mp . Y 247 a tempo .
E\: L Z - 13 1 I 1 1 b t t i’ '(. i%
v L2 3 173 I 1an
Oh that was man-y years a - go.
—9.—h—h&l; ot tm QF *’ 3 5
1l 1 Il I [® |
@ E i b T T 4 T [»¥
2 § L
e ”yau tempo
poco rall. RH ™ _J_ I——I -J- JT-'EA
s [ X% < (>} 0 b J @ e =
o 1J 72} [® ] Cd © . 'HIY 7
—4=" 4 . 2 o . 712
O _ . < \_—_—'—/ v
~—— \———/
Now leave me, Anthony,
248 /DN p— ———— I beg of you.
: | > ) 19 Il I ] 1 - — }Lﬂl - JI
14 % 1
v & T& { 4 3 1
I doubt if an -y - one would know.
N | L.H. /:\
|V Ay B> ) Q N )/ [#]
> % g = = g ] 1
1”4 ~ & L2 S T
~ P legato e triste
~d ] T3 7] T D:-—j
Com s — o o # 75— o
S 5 © e
A -4 > 2 o
251 There’s somewhere I must go, something I must find out. Now. And alone. ANTHONY: But surely we will meet again before
1 T ]
1 D) LI’I - } - {
v T 1
H1 LH  — T~
17 Ay ] IhY 4 o]
1Y - 4 o/ IV I 1
:é\ 14 I 1 » I~ T
< 1
D)
T T A | TT T T -
* ©
74 © ©




165

TODD: Oh, nothing, sir. Nothing. May we proceed? The Judge leans back again. Todd brings the razor down to bis throat.
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No. 8

JOHANNA (Part I)

(ANTHONY)

Jobanna reappears at the window. Anthony holds
the cage up as a present, beckoning her down. She
besitates, smiles, nods, disappears into the bouse.
He waits. Shyly, almost furtively, she slips out of
the door and stands there. He moves toward ber,
bolding out the cage. Slowly ber band goes out

toward him.
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JUDGE: (Shouting) Johanna! Johanna!
JOHANNA: Oh dear! (Forgetting the birdcage, she
scurries to the bouse)
JUDGE: (Glaring at Anthony) If 1 see your face again
on this or any other neighbor street, you’ll
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12,1 Passers-by continue to ignore ber.
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How can you ju-bi-late, sit-ting in cag - es, Nev -er tak-ing wing?/\—
i “MD
5 s s e S B S ——— i
| XL =1
—— /LH
— — o z==
) t
VA
v [ 8 ) (8]
°© e
R Start poco rit. a tempo
p— 1 °
e Pt —e— = !
T T 1! I 1
T i
Out - side the sky waits,  beck - on - ing, beck - on - ing, Just be-yond the bars.
n — L v g
— 1 i . o=
g i 5 J
it.
A o N R

e = = = S

75— o T Y ~—1F" —> st »
v 1 18] Il 1L 1 (4 L 1 1
I Y I 14 1 T I I

12 poco accel. e cresc.

ﬁ 7 = . — i 2 e £ ]
e_) I € lL | 1 | ]
N How can you re-main, star - ing at the rain, mad-dened by the

— | o
¥ 124

e a5 & 2 SE

o L L [t ! G —
b_J _J poco accel. e cresc. J B
m— — —— : -
=0T ) ’ = oo =

I ! Y | l

15, mf poco rit.

14 I ]

He? | = |

1 1]
¢ stars?
—3 9 3 S 2 3
g ipnlpp! 5 =" =
, (ARSI R, B B
1Y ¥ £\ =
mf / poco rit. ~ \ / simile dim. S — \
'l:| // AN II
e be




64
End

1711 mp rit. . a tempo
n ! | 1 = & T | 7 | H
[1’ T | I ~) '][F N4 P 1 TP 1 F I 15 12 - 4
J. - " s |{ I < {"]r T o - & - 1 i 1
How is it you sing_______ an -y - thing? How is it you sing?
= —
0 N D = ~ |
— — : ——— [ = »e
v Il ] ] 1 [ T [ 1 [ 1 [ 1 1
é)] .Il I 1 Il I | — JA I 1 1 1 1 — Y/ 1 Il 1 —
dddisddib Rl Hiiddadddicisging
P =~ rit. ~ a tempo ~ =
, ' P NS
g 7!
v 1 4
be be =3 be
2 —
i ——1— | ——t f T + ——— = —~ =
T ; I — T 11 al
DY ! & ! T
Green finch and lin-net bird, night-in-gale, black - bird, How is it you sing?
333333
1 i |
1
%%%|LH
/
4
be
25 Con poco moto
A r— CTESC. POCO @ POCO
e o = ; : F o =
D i " % J o TL -  —— = ]
" Whence comes this mel - o - dy con-stant - ly flow - ing? Is it re-joic-ing or
Va) | - I l  — ! -

4 P | | I [#]
SSSSSssreu=== CEEEE i
D L A I D N

- > - Iz = = simile cresc. poco a poco
PywissvliyerSveyliiyylvyy!
> |
i — © o
v
o T T
28 S
J’) ? —— t T —f ]
@ E Il Il 1 1 1 & ? 1
1 T L T 1 1 = |
) + T d 1" T T { % ; 1
mere-ly hal - lo - ing? Are you dis-cuss-ing or fuss -ing or sim - ply
: =5 : FEE S
I 1 I 1
® ——— L [ L l I ] ] I

EreefrpsiipoyiyrriivoyPyyy]

o |-
Il
174

\‘

o o ° "
S—




104

54 mf espressivo
face Or e-ven a part Wid-out it - a  smart Re-qui-re da
. [r—— N [rm——
I I 1 ‘D,l - 1 I ! ol 1 1 1
1”4 L) T 1 4 D]
[ f . 4 . 4 . |4
o j -~ ~ _) espressivo
=49k uﬁ@:vvs- " =4 9t
: o - = -
o ¥ s - [y a0 3
ﬁ € d e &

(Gesturing to Tobias, who pulls down an elaborate anatomical chart of

57 ten. the bead)
T ——
T =
ll’ Ir JVI q ‘V) : Il JI l % é v 1 ! 1 {7 ol 1) T N 1
I ! . " _gle i 4 1 1 i "4 1 |
D) . e '
heart. It take-a da  art. I showyou a chart I stud-y - a
ten.
./_\
L e — 1 [4
:@V | =4 I [ ol 7 1 I ! [ ol 1) I 3
a "‘O 1 27. 1 4 1 . — a‘. "
~ “3 e
mp ~d. ég 3
— % ) o o 2 j% :
: O [ o (o 20 | ol :
F—  — I’ ? = = =
— T F— T
Jowl St}?rt Rubato
Again, Todd t is razor. L .
6°n : r— X 60a gaim, Toad slowry strops lzs mf i} PIREI:LI: (Gaining confidence
iy  — o = = =
17 - Q Vi B 1 i |
© 4 QU = |
start - ing in my yout’! To cut -a da
]
I 1 1 ° a3 Q - N -
iy —F :g’, T T o — * *
& : =E _— 8=k
.
A h B i
o 1 ‘Q) - 9 -
1| (o) [o]
—— 8- 88
62 as be sees Todd so far bebind)
; S . T Co— X0
(4 1 Il K4 11 1
v 1 I ol 1 T X ol A 1 1 Il
g 1N I'l 1 I IH. h_‘l,‘/ <& d_ﬁ 1 1 I 1 1
hair, To trim-a da beard, Tomake-a da bris - tle clean like a
s
& - -
)
: 4 : be :
! (- S S " — —




105

e

N
[ &3
3
i)

It take-a da

I 4

de

fan

skill,

e
g

N
[0

It take-a da
1

mf

|

17

1Y

God!

1Y

Y
VA

L 6

ten.
to me by
ten.

- ent give

tal

67
1

N

P
u d
1)
¥

da

{e

It take - a

Todd!

pains,
is

da
Qe
fe

=

I

The win - ner
o

BEADLE:

[ &0
[ &0

IO
0

To take - a

=

Todd, with a few deft

strokes, lathers and
shaves bis man, and sig-

nals the Beadle.

——
——

o

o\

v JoD)

will
P
w1

rd

1
e

]

It take-a da  grace--!

N

It take-a da
| 4

v -
brains,
pace,

74
AU




TOBIAS:

MRS. LOVETT:

TOBIAS:

MRS. LOVETT:

No. 23

(Lights come up on the eating garden. Early
evening. The place is deserted. Mrs. Lovett
is sitting on the steps knitting a balf-finished
muffler. The bells of St. Dunstan’s sound.
After a beat, Tobias emerges from the shop
with a “Sold Out’ sign, puts it on the shop
door, and goes to Mrs. Lovett)

I put the sold-out sign up, mum.

That’s my boy. (Holding up the knitting)
Look, dear! A lovely muffler and guess who
it’s for.

Coo! For me?

Wouldn’t you like to know!

TOBIAS:

MRS. LOVETT:

TOBIAS:

MRS. LOVETT:

TOBIAS:

MRS. LOVETT:

TOBIAS:
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Oh, you’re so good to me, mum. Some-
times, when I think what it was like with
Signor Pirelli - - it seems like the Good
Lord sent you for me.

It’s just my warm heart, dear. Room enough
there for all God’s creatures.

(Coming closer, bovering, very earnest) You
know, mum, there’s nothing I wouldn’t do
for you. If there was a monster or an ogre
or anything bad like that wot was after you,
I'd rip it apart with my bare fists, I would.
What a sweet child it is.

.. .Or even if it was just a man. . .

(Somewbat uneasy) A man, dear?

(Exaggeratedly conspiratorial) A man wot
was bad. . .

NOT WHILE I'M AROUND
(TOBIAS, MRS. LOVETT)

Molto rubato ( J =112)

TOBIAS: .. .and wot might be luring you all MRS. LOVETT: (Even more wary) What is this?
1 unbeknownst into his evil deeds, like. What are you talking about?
Ot : ,
L LV ¥ - 1 - 1
| (an WA/ 4 /A 1 —
A\B" L= 3 1 ]
D)

0
n VA
G4 = | F ;
AV 2 § 1 1 1
@ > > £
p sempre legato
% YN - % [4 % L i % I
Yiro g £ .. - = z =
= = .
-
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MRS. LOVETT: What do you
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21 TOBIAS: MRS. LOVETT: Iknow what
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39 It’s him, you see - - Mr. Todd. Oh, I know you fancy him, but men ain’t like women, they ain’t wot you can trust,
Do T —
B LV - 1 - i
v 7 1 1
NS4 1 1
D)
[ 4 M
Y D bh
b 1V
i (an WZANN/ J I I | I
ANS"J I I I 1!
© & - =4 -
r X & 1 i 1 i | } I
o 1
75 —= - —— > P = P
---------------------------------------- Safety------------sscssccomoosssssssssooooooa
. ' asI've lived and learned. (She looks at bim uneasily) :
T2 W T ' L # i
Y D Wl | - W
B LV Nl - 1 .
v 7 1 10 1 D
1 I

"I i

{ 1AR
| 188
| 1ON

nd

Aun
L
BT
33

| 158

LARE T

(OII



